Original Articles.
well as the high professional and scientific character main, tained by many private practitioners, are, I think, sufficient evidence that there is not only an earnest desire, but a determination on the part of the better members of our profession for advancement and a correct application of dental science.
That within the last thirty or forty yeArs rapid and substantial progress has been made in this direction, has been fully demonstrated in the experience of some of the older members of this Academy, as well as by those of like age and experience throughout our country. But, because so much has been accomplished within this time, or during the present century, let us not be boastful;
for, when we consider the changes and improvements that have been made in the science and practice of medicine, both general and special, in husbandry, in the arts, and in the sciences in general, there is not a little reason to question whether we, in our particular calling, have more than kept pace with the progress and developments in the other fields of science and labor around us.
Dentistry
as a special art or department of science is it is often said, mainly, at least, of modern origin. It is an outgrowth, partly, of an increased ratio of disease in the teeth, though not so much, probably, as it is of a new demand of the advanced civilization and culture of the age.
At an early day?far back in the past?when education and refinement were less general, teeth, undoubtedly, suffered decay and gave trouble, but 
